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Wqn~•z; ~re ty-\las s i .;ned. This Tr?. • ty w:1.s 1uite long and I will not r aad it - but the 

I ndiana \ere to cede to t he U. s. 25,000 square mil ea of t e r i tory pJus th 1 6 tracts 

for Government reset'V " ions w:tth in th6 I ndian T rrit ry. r oat of t hesf' tr.s.cts were to be 

6 sq.miles ea ch and l ocat ed at Btrategic poir.tiJ. l'br the'! s e e~i ss;i.ons tbe Indians would 

rece i e goods t o th~ val ue of $1, 666 for each of the 1 2 tribes r epresented, plus an annual 
825.00 

allowa.noe to acb of t he ;j;r fbes of ~~ • I t was a bad deal for the Il'rlians and 

unfortunatel y t his sad treatmant of the Indians continues to t his dB¥• 

At t his ·time Sl.mon had built a fine r ed brick home near Maysville, This marked the 

heart of Kenton's 1000 acre estate and r eflected t he affl uence or its oomer. Here the Frontie 

man Ellld hil family und friend1 lived in oomfort.u He vas kno\.111 u one of the .richest and 

most notable 11e11 in Kentucky. A crew of Negro slaves kept the house in perfect condition 

.Wxpy and his corncriba bulged with their treasure . If at e11ant 1 a ow supply gave out 

he could take aa muoh as he wanted from Simon's store-everybody t ook advant age of hia 

generosity and of course he soon lost a. great eal of money. Money , however, rr,eant not hing 

to his. Be wa. only i nterested in obt aining land -after b ceived it h g .v i t a 11'¥ 

many time 1 . He did not Hftl'JJl en.re about devel oping it Ell though ho :'.. ikcd t o see 1 t 

settl ed ey newool'l!ers fre to o a.s t hey wish d w-lth i t. 

Simon and bis old friend Daniel Boone had a lot in common~neitber one was a very good 

husband in msny we.ya. They would be home long enough to b agat ~nother child and then they 

would be off on a scouting trip-maybe for ~onths at a time, The poor wive1 would not 

knew whether they were dead or alive. One day t he husbl'\nd would oaauaJ.ly app"a.r and just as 

oasuall;y talce up family lifil agetin f or a sho1-t time. Martha a1 a little unhappy with 

all of this but she got no sympathy from Simon•• Mother who t ol d her that "she should have 

know how it would be before she married Simon". I doubt if a 16 year old iu live would 

have gi ven much thought to that aspect or mar riage. 

At the nge of 26 when she had been married 10 years a.nd ~as expecting her 5th child 

Martha vas tragicall y killed in a fi.re in the r ed brick house and t he child vas stillborn. 

Silllon was away f'rom home aa he had spent nearly all that summer ma.king tomakavk improvements 

in the Ohio Country ranging f rom the treat M1Sllli Rtver in t he ~st to tb• Scioto River 

in the East. When be returned home it was too late. The house was completely gutted 

bf the fire but the neighbor11 helped hia build a log house. Martha's relative the '7arlx>e 
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family who we1·e living in the home at the tillle of the fire, included a cousin of Martha.1 s 

no.med EJ.babetb. Elizabeth took over the ca.re of the four children and when the terrible 

grief' over Marth 1 s tragic death hnd diminished aomewhat, SI.man laeaame aware of Elizabeth• s 

intelligence ld 0 ule·ty and soon asked her to marry him. Elizabeth's reaction •2.1 "I thought 

1ou vould never ask". They were married in lltl 1728 and on their boneyaoon went to 

Miesour1 to ViAit D.niel Boone -w1th the possibl6 thought of settling in Missouri.However, 

t he country did not please them and OD the way hcne they decided to leave Kentucky ta11d 

go to Ohio • . en they r turn d home Simo• sold off the lion's share of bis Kentucky 

holdlnge and th t which he id not sell he assigned intl.'ust to hie brother John with which 

to meet his eng.c.g m nts. H~ ret iced his l and around and inol ding I Kenton• e Station. 

After 28 y ars and ·~tor having b...:en E.UUo~g the fir t of a handful of white men to thrust their 

way into .&;be i.incharted co.nel and s oi' Kentuuky ,Simon lef·t behind him a quo.rter million 

citizens of peaceful and :settl d and civilized state and struck out once again for the 

fronti~ ~ fringe. 

They settl~d first in Ci.ncinnat i where they ~emained until his 6th child (E!.izaheth1 s first) 

was born.,. The \Jent oa- The trail W'hfoh Kenton cut through the wilderness tx ~ 

to hia ne-w land in Ohio "Would be called Ken·ton• s Trace-1 ter this t ra.c"' would b M a 

wagon road. The settlere w•r9 agai.Ja oa their vay to ta.lee poss~s·icn of Indian country. The 

place he picked for his new home wus a beautiful s ot. He had 5t ked out a 1000 acr~ tract 

fou:r miles north of where Springfield -would be located. H~e-w~tt-1- t.11-aaae&-t-l'M~ of 

The face of the Ohio Territory wul rapidly changing. Early in the year of 1796 had 

come t.he sale ln Pttt!burg and Philadelphia of other parts of the 7 Ranges for nearJ.y 

$50,000 and eager settlers were n.~focking to the ne\I land. ~MX'IBXUm:ll~T 

TO THE WEST ALON.J THE GREAT i·U.Ai>1I RlVl<;i{ '.l'H~ FIRST OF THE SET'I'U.RS HAD BEGUN TO AHRIVE IN 

DAYTON BOTH B'i LAND AND n.~ \.aTER. THE FIHST PAh'l'Y CAME BY 'aoAT AND WAS LED BY 
17 9£, 

BENJAMINE VAN CLEVE .J\ItIVING ON AP IL ISTJ)TEN DJ\YS JU'""!'ER UT'I'ING OUT FROM CIN'iHl?fa I 

(The note st~tes that th~y lunaed at the foot of present St.°rair St. on the Southeast 

bank where Monl.Dent .Avenue now runs just below the connuence ,
1
ot the Mad River. 

I ' 

1801 continued to see the rapid settlement of t he lower Ohio. On March 17th a new town had 

been laid out near where Xenton hud blazed bis land At the mouth of Buck Creek and Flize beth 
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was esked to name it. She stl.id "On account of the xq. many delightful and ialuable Springs 

withia and around this place located for a t owa, I suggest that it be called "S;Jringfield". 

In 1802 Cincinnati was incorporated by the Territorial Legislature. In 1803 

on the org~nization of the St~te government,Montge1:1ery Ch. was established.reyton was 

made the seat of justice at which tlm~ only 5 families resided in the town,the other 

sett ers having gone oa to farms in the Ti.cbity or removed to other parto of t~ camtryl 

A land office was opened at he new settleme t or Steubenville and one oaetof the moat 

spect51cular evei:ata of the year came oa Aug. 27th as the first sea vessel equipped for ooeB.ll 

tra.vd- a :JOO toa ship built in Marietta ca.st loose and passed down the Ohio l:ilver carryiag 

a c srg of produce to New Orleans- it a .ipp ,d quietly past.. hugh crowds which gathered at 

Ms.ncbester,Mttysville,C:tncinnati and Loui~ville. 

All of these change• wer not pleasant for Simoa-he sufr'ered a severe blow vhe 

Judgfl John V~D Cleve Sytrmea; w ao finally fore d to admit to the Government that be ·as 

unable to pay for his long pe:i.ding "Symm"s ? rcha.se" . Congreas at once t'fincelled the sale 

and ~ea ost ev .. r-ything iliclu ing the mom1y various uy!;re had pa.id him for landa 

within the purchnsn. , Ove .·night Simon• quart l' nrl.l liol.l a.er .a Yith:in this Purchase area lDI: 

vaniabe • '.,ae he l'c d e could d nothing about it he aerely shrugged and turned his 

interests elaewh rt. 

In 1802 be ' a e a t reaty with Teol.llllaeh for nearly all the land beitweea the 
J ' 

Miami and t he Wabash,ae~ , half of Ohio and some of Indiana in r eturn for considerable 
. ' 
i I \ 

goods and provisions paid 1to the !ndians and tbe promise m:f to pay aoremoney or goods n• 
• ! 

long as the grass grows, and the wate1· flows-and other stipulations 111milar to other Indian 

' 
treatiu. Ho1t1t!V r, Ohio b8c me a State the aam year a.nd that inst tly lllade Simon's treaty 

!ave.lid. Of cours th• infant verment wuld not ello a.ey one citben to own near halt' 

of Ohio b.1ld 50lle ot Indiana by a ;>ri vate trea y 'Ioli t Tee seb and hie chi f s. Si.moll hoped 

to be ~ble to retain at least part or his new ho uinga but this 'Wish was n~t be ne granted. 

Ieu cu 'Ir.' 11 see that SimH was not a. 'Very realiBt i c busines man. 

lUlllllllll Ill II!!(!!! ll!lillluu.11 IUJllLUllU.11""" ~~~~-
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The seooad most i•portant persoa 1n thin no.rrB.tive wao 'leoujseh. A great deal ia \fritten 

about h~ 11, He v as a. f a1tt-r borther of' D ttniel f.bone apd er Stephen Ru dle- a friend of 
& 

James Gallowa,,v of Old Chillicothe. An account of his rorua.nce with ilebecca uallowsy b 

giv .n. H e TJB. the Ind1M cauee of h1a t.:111e- he died its rlartyr. There 11 e book by 

Glsu Tucker called •Tecumseh 1 Vldon of' Glory that tellrJ of this reinarkable maa. I aa 

sorry I do riot have the tin to tf!ll 11r:re about him. 

!ft 1806 Si.Jlon hlld :st Lagonda on the No.:-th bank of B i.i'!k (.ree~ and it w.n opera-tin 10 

well he c flloid~d to 1.(l!~v" it in charge of Jame11 R>bi Si:> an employee. However, Robi .111011 

1DIJl'lediatttly 1'8/ia.n detrnuding hie 9!!lployer. When .<J.moa retu.rnt!'d preotioaHy all his 

8 months ~nd vhent he -rettrnr.d he tound r, nev eon. Poor '!!" lbabetb didnt fare much better 

than Martha had. 

There is en interesting account or the first court to be h~ld in n~wly fo1'1!'1ea Greea 

County m&ci that you Jrlght enjo7-It was a proud day for Benjam1:1e itbitemen as h• had 

been named Assodate Judge in the Cb.Ccurt r:d he reacie:i the lac ~abin "court JOi..1ee" simply 

bursting with uthusia.sm. A orowd wue therEi but r.;o cs3c~ to re t.r,.(ld .\Jh1;1t a Lot .hw •••••• 

Ther::i we.showevar a 01~ se of• whiskey to celebr~\te the op·! ;rli~ 

of t cup • Ia short t leTe had bttco fl? low .mu th ~r()wd ldgh • &>nge 

were s1Jng and more re.~ drunk .9M then cnP blti :~7 1J~' ll ti<::tt.ler :tqui tf'd at anothl=lr '.ind for some 

obscure renrion r.iu11:bleod "You know ~omethl.nc.-Y=>U ~~.lnt 10 b<ltte-r t~e.n R Pf11 hr.::g t'1ie.-f'1 'lhe man 

so Bocueed reached in hio of»cket ttnd took out hie puro:l)-he tur:nctd co t,be Jud.;e und m!o 

"How niueb will 1t cost me Ju".!g,, to ~nt heJl ou:r ot' & Un! liar? 11 lnad!at.,ly r.. vild ~lee 

broke out and the tfr~·t day in the Green Cou11ty court turned out to be a roarin1:, suoce•s-

18 oa1tel9 of aesualt and 'bl1ttery wr._ trifld. 

Simon had 1old some of hie Ky lnnda for ~36,000-then turned right arour.d and 

bought a "Spar.isb Grantltpe,ying $16,000 do'Wll imd promising to pe.7 $8,000 more.This amount 

~o pl R...'l!led to pay out of pror1 te from two storeo he ha.d set llp vi th hb son Johll a.ad 

oae or hb sons in law -both atorea were mismanaged aad thera were no proiit.a . H e was 
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uai., hl.e to pay tue ~, 000 so he 1 ~.nt not 01tl the J Md but U:~ lnr!J• down P•~P.nt he hP...d made 

on "• 'l'ni.s wao the sto~· of his , ife •••• F~1r ne. r ly f yr:-::tr Ile :if:d ')11!1 ~· · li .ine- fr; +,r.o 

8.Jld I.he law .... .;; · n>foked. lt ~s dear ... d that he nu,-,1.. .:;o ~o Jnil. 'Jhe 01' •. mpltl::;n jail w..s 

in Urbaua. 61.Ad the Count..r was settlod largely by hirs "boystt who had bt.ter1 with him when he 

defendeu the frorrtier, hia blood r lat.~ ves and seores of in hva. ~eae peipla quickly 

elected Sillo.Q to oe his OWll Jailor. Hct took thti ot t 1 of of.'t'ice as juil<!r u •. d tX he lind hie 

fwuily lived in the Co. jail bldg. h.ve rooms ~bove '1d l below. h tsoc1um h• was 

released froa jail he resigned his poa1tioa H Champaign Co. jailer ~11d set o! .. f for 

St. Louis. It was not a happy arrival aa not a trace remained 01' the St .• to is store in the 

Xentoa n8lle. Hia Johll was just as poor a bus!neas ~an aa his Father. Thus with e~"Ything 

ia Missouri goRe except his New ~ri lands, he once ~ain headed his horse boae. 

'l'hen can;e the \Jar of lel.Z- ln '.ept t .. 1e first of the )(y troops passed tbru Urbana to 

join Gt:narsl Barda; n ou the i'.L·onticr • .FX·om that til':1t1 O"., {iS ona of his frienda wrote--

"k nton' s home was an inn 1Jhert! the guests did not pay. His house was a home 

to the oick o.nd e!i'l.icted. ltb viaited the ea.nlpa and if asy necdbd assist ce 

ll almost. like ser'lanta he gave iJ wlthout acceptinJ pfl.Ylllent. Hitt r~ 1 were 

,,..._, til aoe ,.. Ude. i'rOl!l th +ill awl ca t.1.U"" \DI 

d · < r c t, r,i.·M.ch,prop~1 l•· 1h: ,: ~u" with e. dirt i'loor at.a o. ni;ump 1 .ft ~tt.Ln in~ ~n " 1e t-. 

t This v.·:i·= the re ily room f'orm•d th6 then nece sary equipiAent of a hominy blor ·a.r . 

i 1 id a i to 3leep1ng cha~bera ot a double ~t1bin, the othe;: Lei::Jg 10 r et behind it and ( v ' r. 

b,, re like "'hen to , l t ,...,..... i:B :.lll~ir,e:d 'What th•ee ca ... rie we wich sl~eplQg lo:ta ubil•tiJ ~ ..... 

aduJed :,ld frienos,sick soldiers rind packhorsemen ! .. r·om Keuton' s large family wera 

~e:nt.uo.Ky to be ~Jdea and fed• Poor Ilizabeth. 

Aa Slmon ~CfUH poor ·r he teoar• cJespcsrate and frequently wen t or.r 09 land tr~ding trips. 

...... d take in exchan[;t'l whate·i/ee he cotad get-horses' He would Bell l<.md s 1Y '-!ui"r.ola.:1.m deu<.hl ....... 

cattle,wa.go::is 

ed. 
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Later 1a 1820 Silloa was sent ' 
for to te•tit)r in a land oas ·• It wae a tr1-~ . •o 

ua. .n •ooner wa• 
he in Ky than be was sbzed and impro•mned b the u-son n.. . 

of Siru.on•s friends off~red to pay the ~o _,l•d 
ntl v.1 jall for a debt . A number 

UCJ..I.. " debt but he refuHd to let them. 
did i 

• .i.o u on Jsyin~ hie security that he would keep his bounds,wbich at first 
They 

co pri aed 10 acr 5 but was later extended to the town limits 

bounderiea. H c 
~ad the~ to the county 

j 11 and dt .it 

had to report to his jailer each night and was supposed to sleep at the 

the jailers t uble. But he often did 11e he f::>leuaed. 
~ It was not straag9 that 

the j l ~r ~as so leni~ t- t Yas his old friend Thomae il!l.lli&mo with whoa h took 

"plnntlnJ p.., s,:.e ,_, fo~ i:::i Mason Co. 
·.)ne of his frieooe who ~1.u1 a member of U.e Ky 

Legi,;l&t :·a frooi .'1aso1a Col was :horn 
w: wa8 so furious at the injustioe to Si110a that he 

WM i'inally abl ·~o he..v ~ th"' nutc.:d debtor l c. 1 repet<led. 

Fir.al17 K-:m o r~·~u ned tc hie homn in Ohio only to be put .in the Ur1Jana jail for the old 

debt.ors l aW' ::rt.ill held in Ohio- Ro probably would ha re stcyed in jail f er the rest or his 

lite but an olJ friend Henry B~coa cleared him of the charge, 

Late in th FE.ill of 1826 Simon .1t last raadd up hie r.i ind to request e. favor or tho State 

of Ky - to ask her to 6ive those mountain llEl.stes back to him, ?lone or these vere his original 

holdin,15 but he had ta.k n tht!m t'cr bad debts. 'Abe he reached Frankfort his fr1ende oae to 
' 

hi& a.id c..nd in 1827 bis landn 14.tdreltxkwi:X:O 111 t he mountains which had been taken for 

tlOn pb,JIMcnt of twee WG:."'9 returned to h • Jo oVing the rel 8H bis Ky 1 • a 

coacentrated mo'Y8rlent was started to get a pension for hill. Fin&.lly the " Act for th• 

relief of ~neral Simon Kenton "was approved and signed by hi1 'old friend or RA volutioaa:ry 

days - President Andrew Jackson. He would receive for the rest or his lif• $20. 00 a month 

and at that time he could 11.h comfortably OB that. 

By 1835 His oind eegm! to fail &nd on ipril 29th,1836 his great ure was l!!nde.J. 

In 1854 The Ohio Legisluture appropriat~d $1000.00 for ~ monument ,to be er~cted over his 

gro.ve utter it wae r enioved to "some suitable place". Flna1:ly in l865 They got cround 

t o a1)proprie..ting $5 ,ooo for u mollum:mt over his permanent nstin~ place in U rba.na. 

There hie bon .1 were r intflrrea anc t old Indian Scout was at rest. 
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The brick house at Washington, Ky which had been sold long ago had never actually been 

• 
paid for and 

/ i Anwea uo,.ua)! ) 
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286 Register of the Kentucky Sute Historical Society 

chapter is so interesting in itself and such an integral part of our pioneer .. 
tory that the reader would perhaps not think of the book as a compil&tiaa l 
the author had not called attention to it in his preface. 

It 'is not our purpose to enter into a detailed review of the book bit tt 
mention especially Chapter I, "The Discovery of Kentucky," read before e. 
Filson Club in 1922. One of the very valuable features of this discu.lm.a • 
a "Chronology of Early Exploration of Kentucky" grouped under two 
ings, ''Hypothetical Explorations'' and ''.Actual Explorations.'' Thia d• 
fication with the accompanying disciission will prove of great value to the 
dent of history desiring to separate facts from tradition. 

Other outstanding chapters are those devoted to the "Founding of u., 
rodsbnrg," the" John Levi Todd Narrative" and "Barker's Map of Kentucky.• 
The volume has 149 pages, twenty-six well chosen illustrations, is well indtlll 
handsomely bound in red and gold cloth, is from the press of the C. T. 
Company, Louisville, Ky., (price $4.00). The edition is limited but copiee 
yet be secured from the author at Frankfort. 

There have been many biographies of George Rogers Clark and D. 
Boone but until recently we have had only brief sketches of Simon 
the other member of the group of three outstanding Kentucky pioneera. 

The long wait for a biography of this picturesque comrade of Clark 
Boone is in some measure compensated for by the excellence and rare cham 
a book just off the press, ''Simon Kenton,'' by Edna Kenton, a lineal desce 
of Simon. The book is not the product of the untrained impulse of a loyal 
her of the family. The author brought to her task the experience acquirtd 
the writing of a number of other books, one of which, ''Indians of North 
ica'' was to some extent similar in character to the later undertaking. The 
to do the long delayed task well sent the author to every known source 
material, the Draper Manuscripts affording the richest field. 

The first chapter, devoted to "Kentucky, The Strange Land," clo 
a discussion of the different types of service rendered Kentucky by · 
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lit always remembered what others forgot, that tireless watchfulness was 
;!f of life, and until peace was made and the land was comfortable he 

,~ at bis self-appointed post--guardian of the Northern border.'' 
ne book is a real biography and will be welcomed by students of history 

• ntuable contribution to their Kentuckiana and as a long delayed and 
deserved tribute to the memory of one of the most daring and pic

of Kentucky pioneers. The volume is carefully indexed, carries a 
ensive bibliography, nineteen illustrations, has 352 pages ($3.50), 
y, Doran & Company, New York. 

nn>ugh the courtesy of the North Carolina Historical Commission we have 
• t'fd one of its recent publi<lations, Volume I, of "The Shotwell Papers," 

by J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton with the collaboration of Rebecca Cam
Tbe work is a compilation of the papers of the late Randolph .Abbott 
~ edi~or in his latter years of the "Farmer and Mechanic," Raleigh, 

-...-J: Caroliiia, and earlier of other North Carolina newspapers. 

T1le papers are an account of the writer's service as a Confederate soldier 
.. • a prisoner of war and of his experiences during reconstruction days in 

Carolina. The compilers franltly admit some inaccuracies in the papers, 
tJy due to the author's "fiery and impetuous nature," partly to the intense 
~ of the period when he lived and wrote, and partly due to his ''accept

without verification of information concerning matters of which he had 
rtnonal knowledge." They consider these defects as of minor importance 

er, when considered in connection with the work as a whole which they. 
of "great value as a contribution to the history of those troubled years 

1861 and 1876, years which were in every sense times which tried 
'aouls." 

\'ohune I has 502 pages, is well indexed, handsomely bound in red cloth 
ran be obtained from the North Carolina Historical Commission, Raleigh, 

ta Carolina. 

Boone and Kenton. Following a fine tribute to the contribution of the ,. 
two she portrays Kenton as one who in all the stirring drama of frontitr ~ 1 ~ ~l' ~ :::..i ~~ter and the Kentucky Historical Society are deeply interested in 
in Kentucky "remained in the background and 'on his own hook'". • ~ . \ · .-::.~ being made by the Audubon Memorial Society of ~merica to have 
-. She (Kentucky) needed, too, a free agent, a man on his own, with the abilil.': ;. · 1-t.!.!~t Re~derson a suitable memorial to the great naturalist, John James 

adapt himself on the instant to whatever was, and with the will to act ~--1 ~·· ~.r · It IS the purpose of the ~rganization to have the monument take the 
g?ld~n ni:e-to perform the duty laid by a free man upo~ hims:lf· Shi k,• t ·, ,):. ~ • firepro~f building in whic~ to house and preserve everything that can 
him m Sim~~ ~enton and ~or twenty years he never failed. hi~~ or ~·· ~ ~. Atd fed bearmg on Audubon's life and works. 
'l' • • • It JS do1~btf~ if tber~ was a man, woman or child bvtn( ~,(;~, ~~ abon spent. about ten years of the most active part of his life at Hen-
the Kentucky and Ohio Rivers durmg the dangerous years but owed to~ ~· 1-l-~ Three of his four children were born at Henderson and three of them 
M.,n +;,.,.,,, nl" ~rrntl1Pr. if not life. at least the chance of escape from at{,.,: · · · ·1=~ 1_~ere. .Audubon Mill Park, now a city park, lies on the bluff over-
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THE FRONTIERSMEN BY ALLAN EClEJ:iT ( SI!ldN KE."1TON) 

revie'Wed the first half of Mr. Eck&rt's book " The As you will 1· eaember, Mrs. !brd7ee 

She told of the early life of Simo• Kenton and his Froutiersm.e n at our last meeting. 

aany Aperienoea as one of the first lndien Scouts 1• the Kentucky Wilderness. 

that we would omit the detailed descriptionl!I of the Indio Mrs. Fbrdyoe and I agreed 

and graphic accounts of' the t,orturea intlieted upon the battles and also t he very brutal 

I em sor.,.,, to say t h€re wer also accounte of the crueltiee settlers by t he Indians e.nd also ·-

inf icted l)y the settl ers on the Indiana. 

First, I would like t,0 refresh your memory e.s to Simone personal appearance. Apparently 

he was a very handsome man- fair complexion-aubrun h~ ir-6 f eet I inch in height - gray eyea-

190 poundi-with a very leasing personality. It was sa d that he w~ s absolutely hone•t 

and that hia confidence in his fel o;iman was such that the same men coulcl chefl t hill 20 timea 

. nd if he pro!'eased f'riendahip, he t'\ight cheat b:hu still. It we.~ t his trait that caused 

hi.a eiad hia tamily watrouble all of his life. 

Simon and his £riend Thomas ~illiams had cleared nnd pnte6ted a ~mall piece of ground 

near Maysville in 1771 and in the lall of 1784 be retur 1ed t here and b~t s block 

housu. In the oourae af the Winter ot 1 '784-5 many fqmiliea joined them. His StPtion 

was erected several miles froJI Limestone (Maysv111 ) on the Ohio R iv"r acros s from 

Aberdeen, Ohio and near where Wa hineton 1 Mason County,Ky now st<mde. Tii E: i..rao the first 
that 

permanent eettlement on the JOS. Side of t he River. May8ville boo eon o! the prinoi· al 

landing placea. 

At the age of 28 Siaon fell iD love vi.th a 14 year old girl by the name of Martha Dowden 

ind vanted to 11arry her immediately. However her Mother very \dsely insisted that they 

wait until her 16th birthday before tying the knot. At the age o!' 30 weQ he ua almost 

twice the age of Martha they were married in the first wedding ' celebrated t Kenton's 

station and virtually everyone w1 thin a JO mile radius at tendea·. 

By 1795 SimoD hAd aoquired over 400,000 aeree of 1 nd but aocor 1115 to t he book '*Old 

lentucq Entries anC: D~ed 11 cnl y about _,0,000 acres -wre legally reco!"ded - the re•t 

of it was in what wasailled "TomahaW'k mght•" The four bounderiea were Jd.mply marked by 
!, 

notches cut in trees 'With a t omeha.wlc. YoJ.J-""'ltl well imagine tbt!., confusion t his caused 

whea the l end was sold and resold. 

1?95 was also the yea:r in which The Greenvill-e Treaty or as it was sometimes known 
,; 
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\r.~yne ' a Treaty was si~ned. Thi !!I Trse.ty "WllS q'.rl. t8 l()'ftg &ad I ·111 not ft i:dt.> it 1•nccept to 

sgy thd th~ Indi&ns were to cede to t~e u. s. 25,0 O l'5 q.l!:iJ "'s or t~r l t.:-i1·.v µlus the 16 

l. ll.~t.s : r Gvv1;rlllleat reservat.ions "'1.thin the Indian TArrito~:'J . ~!it of t.hese tracts were to 

oe 6 s(i.mil•JS eacn alld located at strst"~ia points. Ill another account I read that the 

QJ.ue r:-.ceived l:q the Indio• wal'I neve:- more t h!ln 25 cent.a anl'Cre.The gcin~ pTiOfl ".lhen 

!'o!scld ·"o whi'te :iettlers vas i.2 . 00 an a~,.... Ckv.He.rri~on mad• *6,000,000.00 profit for 

t,be U. S. t th~s~ •.;rices in the l't.. Waynti 'T'rea ... y ri'!.on".Thf'! profit:!! from thees.le of Indian 

lend!.! so t-u.rc ' .a.sau vere 'bet.iring the national debt.Ia t wo decades such profits aaounted 

tu -ii2l.:> ,000,000. H wal!I a veey bad deal for the Indie.ns and unfortunately tbb treatmeat 

<j the II.I i1m.:i c..:;utittuea to -chis d1y. 

lllUlliJillllillUllllllllllllllllllllllllll!l!!!!!ll!llUUUJ.UHtuu.o.o~~ ... 
· ·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---' 
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' . ·1e . President of the 

. . 797 the ng t Limestone an 
152 Register of the Kentucky State Historical Society .. ~, . ·~··. E lis•}Unan FranclS Ba~ ) ' d called it 

~ •. .,,_ ., ; ,.ry 20, 1 , . assed four hours a ·t was built on the 
by far the favorite. Re~ords come ~own to ~s of the scouts, wagons,~~ t f"~ronouiical Society~c~." He said furthe~o,~e 1 ma contain thirty 
h-0rses t~at ~er~ ~c~asmgly hurrym~ ~ver it It seems one of Fate'a ~ i 1aa:4 ~ place to Kent d at the bottom of a hill. It Y 
that while Virgmia did more road building to the West than all the oth,~ ~ t • ., ·de of the creek, ~ h t oad, originally 
nies combined, both Forbes' and Braddock's Roads lay without her t-...•.;_ ~· .; ~ ~. inostlY log. t become a Post Town on t da :Ua finally the 

. . ~·-..q, ,. 11 td\1 a-d the settlemen . , wagon roa , 
It _wa~ the Forb~s' Road. that m 1763 carried the soldiers tbU ~ ~) b 1~ we uu dian trail, later Smiths 18051 Josiah Espey, an 

Fort Pitt m the Pontiac rebellion. All roads were bad beyond belief. .~ .~: ~ uue. and ~n e turnpike. Also Octob~r 16•,, a little town, but the 
ing to the season they choked with dust, or held the traveler prisoner ia ~ J ~ and ~y~a merchant, describ:s it as dwelling&." He seems to 
quagmires. On all roads too was exemplified the age old struggle~ ~, i ~.Unlf pb.i}aclelp th river. It conta:ms ~ty th celebrated French 
and new methods of locomotion. First it was between packhorse men and.._· ,·~. _,... ~ pla~e on e find Dr. F. A. J.'1ichaUX, eonsists of not more 

. . ·-. " .....--- timist as we . "Limestone c goners. These last were regarded as upstarts, and if possible crowded b,. ·~ ....., t«f1 an op . ' h me year saymg 
ditch. The waggoners retaliated later on the drivers uf gigs and shal'1, ~ °") _'"' .,•ho visited it t e bsaui·lt of planks·'' . and found it 

. . - ~ """' f rty houses d t Lnnestonc unhappy occupants dreaded meetmg these eneIIlles above the other P"rils • :j( eiz.., .?>JT1f or 0 • E lish traveler stoppe a 26 l817 anotller 
the journey. Meals in the primitive taverns along the way included ~ ) b Uill John Melish;, ~nd lastly, on Tbursd_ay'. Ju;:d 0~ a high bank, 
and milk, and Indian bread and vertison. One irate traveler complaim "1 ~}~ . ('l,St a bustling p~ace. d ords "Limestone 18 sltU . ht streets, and 

. . . . d " I mved an rec . everal stra1g shaved and shirted me ma dark house without a wm ow. 'Ii ta~ nan er a ' d It is laid out m s haps one bun· 
, • • • • , b' • lr limestone lan · . The houses, per d 

Btlt however the enngrant .came, and deadly peril lurked for him aL.,::r ·ai, r..! ~ t..! ">" 1g f . se and business. good stores an 
. . . . . . f •L.- ~ t ranee o mcrea rr e are some dark waters of ''la belle nviere, '' if he wished to reach the interior o u. ~ ·! .,. ~iw appPa t f them brick. .u.er 

, b re mos o d " • trict of Kentucky, the practical harbor was Limestone. . Also their ~ d ·~ t:l!1 us nom ~· a . ts re Virginia descen ants. fr Limestone, or as 
journeying is of interest. The day of the canoe, a hollowed out tree, ul ct J· 11S'f"~ Thr inhabitan a was officially changed . odm" ·te John May, 

• • • • L.-..1 ..__. 1 hat date the name . b. hly JD e11n1 . ·1 
the p1rogue, two Jomed and hollowed trees, was passmg. The canoe uau - '· (, .U )l;llt ":' call d "The Point, ' ' 1s lg _. d bv Indians wh1 e 
paddled. the pirogue pushed by oars, or setting poles. Now had dancd Ch \ r ~ ~etunes l~lly Ke ton of the site, was kill~ t their lives on the 
day of the fiat boat, or Kentucky broadhorn, and the batteau, which 1111 • 1'~ ,._ .-U<'r with Simon h e

2
n
0 1790 one o:f many who osp bl·c LibrarY testi-

·1.L. _..... \ • •\.. Ohio Marc ' ' d d · tbe u i · barge tapering at the ends, that could be managed by two men Wlw .. _ ·f, ~:ng u•e ' 
1 

s 1788 as t:.be ee m must have been 
· · d · .. _ ... : m .,1 v t But as ear Y a ' S both names d poles Horses, cattle, fowls and household goods were carrie anuu.a.wpl. ' f • ~ m ure. kn as !favsville. o ly as 1787, an 

· · f the __ ,_ ·' ....... • l t was also own "' b 1788 as ear were roofed over as much for protection from the Indians as rom ........., ' ~ l_ ... t emen . . L. tone Septem er ' B n Boone, are 
' • ~ "'' Oa · \ B e lived m imes ·f Rebecca rya Batteaux and broadhorns were alike down river boats. Into Limestone ! , ~ '1....,. me oon f 1786 He and bis Wl e, t near the corner 

drove the westering fleets. ' ~ ,~\If in the summer o . W ter now Front stree '. t d on Front 

= ::::::: 

i 
I 
~ 
~ 

i 
§ 
::i 

• ::i 
3 

~ 
:::: 
§ 
3 
3 
~ 
3 

I 

. . . . . b ~ ,... ~ ' to have kept a tavern on a ' n and also s1tua e 
Some stayed. :Mefford 's fort still stands m the vicm1ty of Lim~~ ~ ,: "* . Tb ldest house in the presen. t tow ' t stee of the settlement. ~ 

tloor is made from the timbers of the old broadh?rn George Mefford • -{ "......,,,,.
1 ~nJa~b"B0oone's, a cousin of Daniel's and a .;station was about _1hrce 

down the Ohio. Close at hand was Fox's station, later to be tDINI _ ,. ~ K r lived in Limestone. Hi b'-' the W ashmgl!lil 
. d L. t e It 11'1:! - ·~- {. '111".(171 ~nt.on neve ker set up J • l m· Washington, and that was for so long to overs ha ow imes on · , 1 _,... I• • th L xm· gton road as a. mar unity fitt111g Y ('O 

. . . b th Virgirua ....- : --* •••r near e e ' . · ur comm ' . . f \-
until 1787 that Limestone was established as a town Y e d ( ~ l1 b th . e of such enterpr:iz es lD 0 ncy recru1t111g .. am 
lature. Now to be "established" was a dubious advantage. Cb;:~...... .1 1l • B etphton er on the landing w:ith great f~eque those sconting expe· 

. fte ards UI" ~·· u e was h ugh 1t on i s· on the mouth of Laurence Creek, and probably Liberty, a rw th!nl' ~.. 
1 

..,. !-:it'~· station And he went and carrie t ro nihil tion. Relics o 11n 
dream of Judge John Coburn, were so "established," and came to no ...:_.;,1'i._ 1 ~ ~t saved the infant settlements :fro~ an 

1 
~ toolt are on vit>W at 

~ 
· ff bo:ndred ~- ·'" "' .,,. t -:=Indian sea P e ' But in the case of Limestone, the town was laid o on a • '1- ~J ~ ~ bia .,.,.. his Betty lamp, the las g us 

. · ontatn...,. - · . · •--. ·u amon · . its 
ound, preempted by S1mon Kenton and John May, ~ lots c JacOb ~ i \ , . ~ ~ .... \. .. ie Li··ib.· ruy. His descendants are sti f merchandise found 

an acre to be sold at auction. The trustees were Darnel and rd ~ ~; 1 ~'."" • , "~ la the pioneer era an enormot:is amou;t t~e Lexington ro~d to th; 
enry Lee and Arthur Fox, Thomas Brooks and George M~~0. :n:' be rF:;- . ~ - 7W ~ u. Ohio, and through Limest.<me ~v~t arriving on t11e river fro 
deed froi:i th~se trustees in be.aut~ful, copperplate handwntin!w~J ~= ~ - i... ·_w-"" ~~-:. '1'!!1 ~rlf too we hear of muc ~ freig 
the Public Libra,...,.. From this time on theyrogress of the_...,.., -. , 7 evtr=' ... 

.... .,, \ - ""' _... __.., 
t., ,... _..,.. J. ,. ..:"f '- -- 4-1. ~ ,.,~. 'I ('- > .. 
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wearisome journey. Here Kenton rcmainr<l till J uh-, 
1784. Nothing took place worth noticing. l'carc •P. 
peared LO bless the country, and immigrants came J iou ru.~ 
in. From the falls of the Ohio up Bear Grass, on Salt mer. 
on Kentucky river up to Boon's and Logan's station~. uu 
Elkhorn, and through the country, as far as the neighbor· 
hood of where Paris now stands, was checkered with 
¢ons. 

It will be recollected by the reader, th:it Kenton :mJ 
Thomas Williams had cleared and planted a small pirre 
of ground near Maysville, in 1777, and from this placr 
they went and joined Col. Boon and hi~ friends on the 
Kentucky river. In July, 1784, Kenton once more cul· 
lected a party of adventurers, and went to his old camp 
near Limestone, now Maysville. The Indians were tlirn 
spread o\•er that part of the country. Kenton :iod h~ 
party thought it too dangerous to remain ' here, and they 
returned again to his station on Salt river. In the fall of 
this year, 1784, he returned to his old camp near Lime
stone; built some block-houses; and, in the course of the. 
winter 1784-5, many families joined them. This station 
was erected about three miles from Limestone, and one 
mile from where Washington, in Mason county, no\v 
stands. This was the first permanent settlement made 

-.on the northeast side of Licking river:/ As the Indians 
made no disturbance this winter, nrany new settlement! 
were commenced in Mason county, in the following 
spring. Limestone, now Maysville, was settled by olJ 
Ned '\Valier. Lee's, Warren's, and Clark's stations were 
made; and new comers were constantly pouring in. 
During the whole of the year 1785, no interruption was 
given by the Indians to this infant settlement. The chas· 
tisement given them on the late expedition by General 
Clark, had in some measure broken their spirits. 

1786. The country round Kenton's station continucJ 
to receive a throng of emigrants: numerous new stat ions 
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were made, and Lim es tone ('.\Jays1·ille) became one of 
the principal landing places. This year Kenton sold, or 
rather gave, Arthur Fox and 'William \Vood, one thou
sand acres of land, on which th ey laid out the present 
town of \Vashington, which towu soon received a great 
number of inhabitants. Although the Indians stole, occa· 
sionally, some horses from this infant settlement, yet they 
did nothing serious enough to check the growth of the 

r.ountry. 
As it was supposed that thry were the Indians from 

Mochacheek and Pickaway, who hacl been stealing their 
horses, an expedition was resolrcd upon to chastise them. 
The inhabitants from all the stations sent on a good many 
men, and the new town of \Y ashingt.on was appointed 
the place of rendezvous. Col. Logan had the chief com· 
mand. The detachment consisted of about 700 men, 
armed and equipped at their own expense, as usual. 
They crossed the Ohio at Lime•tone. Kenton com
manded a line company, and was the pilot to direct their 
march. So secret and expeditious were their move
ments, that they arrived at the Indian towns without be
ing discovered. These towns were about a mile from 
each other. The whites were di1·ided into two columns, 
and attacked both towns about the same time. A num
ber of Indians were killed, and a number of prisoners 
made. Their wigwams and other property were des
troyed. As some of the Indians escaped, the alarm was 
given to the other towns, and the Indians made for the 
woods. This little army marched through the Indian 
country without further resistance ; they burnt four other 
towns, destroyed their com and every thing which might 
render the Indians aid or comfort. On this expedition, 
which had done the enemy a grrlt deal of harm, they 

lost about ten men. 
1787. This year the Indians kept the inhabitants 

around Kenton's station in perpetual alarm, with their 
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engaged in any particular scrape worth detailmi;. lie 
now became rich in land, and stock of ernry kin<l; r£'ar
ed up near Washington, a fine brick building, upon 11

11
• I 

site where his block-house had formerly stood 1n times 
of peril. His hospitable mansion was the wckom1· re
treat of his friends and relatives. His hospitality ll'Js 
as boundless as space-his manners easy and plca•ing'. 
All his visitors (and they were numerous) felt th,•msch·;s 
perfectly at home at his friendly dwelling. In the year 
1789, the writer of these sketches first became acquaint.
ed with Kenton ; and although young, was with him on 
many excursions after Indians. Notwithstanding the 
many difficulties and dangers which the eady settlers had 
to encounter, they, in the general, were as h1ppy and 
merry people as ever lived. Their times of security am! 
plenty (they sometimes enjoyed both) was a real feast 
of body and mind. 

1792. In the spring of this year the Indians were 
very troublesome, occasionally killing some of the inhab
itants, and stealing their horses. In April a party of In
dians crossed the Ohio some distance below Limestone, 
and took off a number of horses. The alarm was given, 
and Kenton raised a party of thirty-seven men, who im
mediately went in pursuit. These were all young men 
of intrepidity, of his own training, bold, dextrous, and 
cautious. The Indians took the direction towards the 
bead of the Little Miami. Kenton pursued ; :md when 
near the east fork of the Little l\fiami, silently pursuing 
the Indian trail, he heard a bell at a distance. lie imme
diately stopped his party, and as was his custom, he 
went in person to reconnoiter. He took with him thrrr 
others. Among those he selected, was Cornelius Was h
burn, a young man whose nerves and pul~e wrre ~· 
steady and regular while taking aim at an Imli.in, :Ll> 

when he was practicing with his rifle at a tarl{t't. lfo 
had been with Kenton on several expeditions, and alw~p 
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a"'tmgoished himself as a bold soldier. Kenton and his 
companions went cautiously forward towards the bell. 
After they had gone rnme cfotance, they saw an Indian 
riding, nearing toward them. (The Indian was hunting 
with his bell open, as deer are not alarmed at the sound 
of a bell; on the con1rary, they stand and gaze at the 
horse on which the bell hangs.) As soon as K enton 
saw the Indian approaching, he concealed his little party, 
till the Indian came as near them as the direction he was 
traveling would admit. He selected ·washburn to ~hoot 
the Indian. When he came into an open space in the 
wood, Kenton called, or made a noise. The Indian, as 
was expected, stopped to li,ten. The moment the In
dian stopped his horse, Cornelius 'Yashburn drew his 
bead upon him-drew his hair irigger- Lhe rifle fired 
clear, and down fell the Indian. Kenton then returned 
to his main party, and a consultation was held on the 
subject of their future operations. They were satisfied 
this Indian was not alone in the wood8-tbat bis com
rades were not far distant. As they were satisfied they 
were in the neighborhood of the enemy, circumspection 
in their movements was indispensable. They were still 
on the trail of the Indians who bad stolen the horses. 
Cornelius Washburn, with another choice :ind confiden
tial spirit, moved on the trail some dist.ance in advance. 
They had not tra,·eled far before "-ash bum was seen re
turning hastily to meet the parly. He ga,·e Kenton in
telligence that about a mile ahead, he had heard a ,·ast 
number of bells, and that he was convinced the bells 
were near the Indian camp, as they appeared to be scat
tered as if the horses were feeding iu different directions. 
A council was immediately hclJ, to make arrangements 
for the coming combat. It was now late in the evening 
and drizzling rain. Kenton, afLer placing his detachn~C'nt 
in a proper situation to defend themselves should they be 
attacked, took Cornelius 'Yashburn, and weut to ascer-
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Kenton of the Kentucky troops, and Maj. Mcl\Iahan of 
the regulars, to take an excursion towards the lakta. 
This Maj. 1\foMahan was one of the first settlers about 
the Mingo bottom, on the Ohio, above Wheeling. He 
was about the same age and experience with Kenton . 
1\1cl\fahan and Samuel Brady were the admitted chiers 
among the frontier men, from \Vheeling to Beaver creek. 
\Vhen among the pioneers, McMahan was sure to be 
obeyed, let who would hold the commission. K enton 
and McMahan were both now with Gen. Wayne, and 
both were majors. These men, though the bravest of 
the brave, knew nothing about the slow,_cautious move. 
ments of armies, whose intention was to maintain the 
conquest they might make. They bitterly complained 
of Gen. Wayne's dilatory movements; declared they 
might flog the Indians much easier, and with less labor, 
than build forts. Gen. Wayne apprised of their discon· 
tent, conduded that he would permit these two distin
guished and celebrated majors, to have a detachment of 
about three hundred men, and let them pu~h forward till 
they would find a fight. Kenton's and .McMahan's de. 
tachment consisted of 150 men each-150 regul:irs, and 
150 volunteers. This detachment went on till they were 
near the mouth of the Auglaize, near Fort Defiance, 
where they began to find Indian signs plenty. Though 
Mc:\-fahan was equally brave, Kenton was far the most 
cautious and discreet soldier. The scouting parties from 
this detachment, found numerous large trails of Indians, 
coming from different directions, and appearing to center 
not far from them. Kenton did not like the signs about 
him, and thought it would be most pruden t to reti re. 
1\fol\fahan, who was very bra,•e, and very obstin~te in 
his opinion, said he could not think of retiring wi1hout 
fighting. Kenton told him that he thought it ' 'ery im
prudent and very hazardous to go farther; but if it wl're 
determined to have a fight at all hazards, that he would 

i 
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join him ; that all should be done that men could do; 
that if a rapid retreat became necessary, he (Kenton) and 
his men were mounted, and consequently would have 
some advantage in a rapid retreat. Nothing was con
cluded that night. Next morning before day, J\lc)lahan 
went to Kenton, and said, that after weighing all the cir
cumstances in relation to the apparent concentration of 
the Indians, that appeared to be gathering around them, 
that he thought his (Kenton's) course of proceeding the 
best, at least the safest. This detachment then returned 
to Greenville, without ha1·ing struck a blow. General 
Wayne said that he thought more of his two majors now 
than he did before; that he now found they had some 
conduct with their courage. Kenton lay at Greenville 
with Gen. Wayne till winter set in, when he was dis· 
charged, and returned home. Thus closed Kenton's 
military career, till 1813. 2\Iaj. Mdfahan commanded 
Fort Recol'ery when the Indians attacked that place. Not 
content with defending the fort , he n:;;hed out upon the 
Indians and was slain, 17!l4. 

"The Indian war being now happily termin:i.ted, the em· 
igration to Kentucky pushed forward in a constant stream. 
Land became 1·aluable; and as there was great irregular
ity, and want of precision, in the rirs t entries and sur\'eys, 
the late locators mad e their entries and surveys of land 
very special. Although Kenton IDS then thought to be 
one of the richest men in Kentucky, in l:i.nd, yet one of 
his land claims failed after another, till be was completely 
bewildered in a labyrinth of litigation. As l{enton was 
unlettered, and consequently unarquainted with legal 
proceedings, every athant:i:re was takr.n of his ignorance, 
and in a few years the glorious technicalities and uncer· 
tainty of the law, ~tripped this honest man of his blood· 
bought earnings, and sent him in the e1•ening of his days, 
pennyless and dejected, to spent! his few remaining years 

in poverty and want. 
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About the year 1802 he settled in Urbana, Champ:ugn 
county, Ohio; where he remained some years, belo\·ed 
and respected by all who had any regard for patriotic 
worth. While in Champaign county, he was elected a 
Brigadier-general of the militia. About 1810, he became 
a member of the methodist church, of which he remain
ed a respected member till the day of his death. 

In 1813, when Governor Shelby came to Urbana, at 
the head of the Kentucky troops, Kenton would not re
main in "inglorious ease," when his country required 
defenders. He shouldered his rifle, mounted his horse, 
and joined the army as a private, but a privileged mem
ber of the Governor's military family. He crossed the 
lakes, and accompanied General Harrison to i\blden in 
Upper Canada; from thence up lake St. Clair and the 
river Thames. He was present at the glorious battle of 
the l\'Ioravian Town, and played his part with his usual 
intrepidity. Herc en<ls the military career of the foll'lous 
Simon Kenton-a man who, it is probable, passed 
through more hair-breadth escapes than :my man living 
or dead. 
~ About 1820, he moved to the head of )fad river, in 
Logan county, near to the site of Old Wapatornika, one 

1 of the places where he pa~sed through scenes of suffer· 
ing, indescribable, while a captive with the Indians in 
his youth. Here, in the midst of a beech forest, was 
passed, in humble poverty, the evening of the life of this 
illustrious man. If a long life of !tardy adventures-with 
a courage that never quailed at danger, and patriotism 
that never ceased its exertion in his country's cause, de
serves the title of illustrious, then stands the name of 
General Kenton in the first rank of worthies. 

About 1824, through the exertions of Judge Burn<'l of 
Cincinnati, (then a member of the United States senate) 
and of General Vance, the present Governor of Ohio, 
(then a member of the house of representatives, in con· 
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gress) a pension of twenty dollars a month was obtained 
for him. This sum, though small for such services as 
he rendered to his country, secured his declining age 

from actual want. 
In the month of April, 1836, this great and good , 

man* breathed his last. In the \Ycstern Christian Advo- { j 
cate, of June 24, 1836, I find the following appropriate vY.'[ 
and graphic notice of his death, by :\Ir. \\'. I. E lhrorth. \ \ 

" After the din of war had ceased, and savage barbar
ity was no longer dreaded by the peaceful emigrants , 
General Kenton retired to private life, to enjoy the swect.f' 
of domestic happiness. He settled a few miles north of 
Old Wapatomika, (now Zanesfiehl) Logan county, Ohio, 
where he spent the last of a long and, we trust, a useful 
life. The frosts of more than eighty winters had fallen 
on his head, without entirely whitening his locks. Dur
ing the last few years, he declined rapidly; not :;o much 
from the effects of disease, as by the influence of early 
hardship and toil. He was for more than eighteen years 
a respectable member of the )Jet!todist church; and a 
regular attendant on the ministry of the word. When 
his trembling limbs would no longer perform their wont
ed function~, he would solicit rnmc kind friend to lead 
him to the house of God. I vi>ited him a few houri;; 
before his decease, and found him perfectly willing to 
clie. His death, though not triumphant, w:i.s peaceful; 
and we trust he has exchanged a world of care and grief, 
for a state of holy an<l nninterrnpte<l joy." 

He lived to hear the " din of war hushed," and gen
tle peace retumiug-. He fo·ed to see changes more ex
traor<linarv. He li\'Cd to sec farm;, towns, and. schools 
of learnin-g, :ind temples of worship constructed, where 

" I am aware, that. by t'1o many of the 11resent day, none 
are considered ~cat. but surh as arc adepts in procuring and 
retainin~ wEalth. Such men as Cincinnatus. Epaminr.nd:is, 
or '.\Iiltiades, would now be ~neerc d at as poor drivelers. 
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the s.olitary _hunter in days past pitched h1S lonely camp; 
and m the silent and dark forest pursued his game. What 
a change! He was permitted to live a long life as a con· 
necting link, to illustrate the manners of two ERAS as 
dissimilar as if they were one thousand years distant from 
each other. He had lived to see moral revolutions as 
surprising as these extraordinary changes. These muta. 
tions in manners and in morals have been gradual in 
their progress, but most important in their results: and 
they have been introduced in our country in less than 
fifty years. Every sketch of them, however slight or 
etached, should be treasured with pious care. 
General Kenton was of fair complexion, six feet one 

inch in height. He stood and walked very erect; and, 
in the prime of life, weighed about one hundred and nine-
ty pounds. He never was inclined to be corpulent, al
though of sufficient fulness to form a graceful person. He 
had a soft, tremulous voice, very pleasing to the hearer. 
He had langhing, grey eyes, which appeared to fascinate 
the beholder. He was a pleasant, good-humored, and 
obliging companion. When excited, or provoked to an
ger (which was seldom the case) the fiery glance of his 
eye woulrl. almost curdle the blood of tho~e with whom 
he came in contact. His rage, when roused, was a tor
nado. In his dealing, he was perfectly honest; his con
fidence in man, and his credulity, were sur.h, that the 
same man might cheat him twenty times; and if he pro
fessed friendship, he might cheat him still. 

I have now related the principal incidents in the event· 
ful life of th is extraordinary man; with tru th only for my 
guide. I am aware that my composition will require the 
indulgence of my readers ; and it is believed that tl10~e 
who know me best, will not hesitate to pardon my want 
of method, and the coarse style of my writing. Although 
I am ambitious to please the reader, vanity, or a false 
estimate of my acquirementll, or talents, did not induce 

~ dlt(#d£ 1 /~ct1,, ~ 
(-(/·- o-& 

CESER.AL SDION KESTO)i'. 267 

me to write these sheets. My aim was to be useful, by 
recording 1he actions of men, to whom Kentucky and 
Ohio owe a debt of gratitude. How coult.I the rising 
generation set a correct estimate on the character of men 
of whom they had only he:ird by common fame! 

In 1830, I paid a visit to General Kenton, and from 
bis own wordg, and in his presence, committed to writing 
the principal incitlcnts related in the foregoing narrati\·e. 
In a life so long and full of actiong, there is no doubt 
but many interesting e\·ents escaped the old hero's recol
lection. The writer of this narrati,-e, in his youth, ac
companied him on senr.il minor expedition>, of which 
no notice is taken. But enough is written to show the 
genius and enterprise of the man, who first planted com 
on the north of Kentucky. 

I will close these narratiYes, by quoting a few lines 

from a western bard. 
" Say. shall the rough word land pioneers, 

Of :\lississippi's wide-extrnded nle, 
Claim no jnst tribute of ou r loYe and tearll', 

And their names n ni sh with the passing gale 1 
\Vith veteran arms th e forest they subdued , 

With vl'teran arts subd11 ed the saYagP fee ; 
Our country, purchased with th t- ir \'aliant blood, 

Claims for thl'm all that g-ratitude l'an do. 
Their arduous Jahors ga,-e l!S wealth and ease; 

Fair freedom followed from tlwir doubtful s1 1ife ; 
Their wl'll-aimrd ml'a~nres Q'~.ve us lasting peace, 

And all the social h! <' SSPOnt' SS of lifP. 
Then let their {lff~priu!!, minrlful ofthPir claims, 

ChPTish th ri r honors in the lyric band . 
0 ~ave from nark obli\'ion"s gloomy reign, 

The brave, the worthy fathers of our land." 

THE END. 
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